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Manawatū Whanganui Regional Council 

DIRECTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Horowhenua District Council App-2017201547.00 

Koputaroa Stormwater 

Minute 10 
 

Questions for the Horowhenua District Council 

 
[1] I have read the Horowhenua District Council’s evidence. 

[2] I have some questions for the various authors that are attached.   

[3] In order to promote an efficient hearing, I request that these questions are answered in writing 
prior to the hearing.  If possible, the answers should be provided prior to Friday 29 October 2021. 

[4] As I have no questions for Dr Sarah Herbert arising from her evidence, she need not attend the 
hearing on my account.  I would however appreciate her being available by Zoom or telephone 
to answer any questions that may arise during the hearing. 

[5] Paragraphs 8 and 9 of Minute 1 apply to the documented answers to my questions. 

 

 
 
Rob van Voorthuysen  
Commissioner 
20 October 2021 
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Brent Maguire 
 

Paragraph Question 

20  Can you please show on an aerial photograph where the O2NL project crosses 
the Koputaroa Stream and advise what additional stormwater treatment it will 
provide? 

 Does that additional stormwater treatment relate to any of the runoff from the 
Development Area shown in your Figure1? 

25 & 26 In light of your paragraph 26 and the evidence of Annette Sweeney (including her 
paragraph 101(i)), would HDC agree to a rewording of recommended condition 20 of 
ATH-2017201713.00 as follows? 
 

The consent holder shall provide a financial contribution to the upgrading of 
the Koputaroa Drainage Scheme stopbanks equivalent to 50% of the capital 
cost of upgrading the stopbanks up to, and not exceeding a total contribution 
of $600,000 including GST. The contribution shall be made by payment to 
Horizons Regional Council’s River Management Group (being the statutory 
manager of the Koputaroa Drainage Scheme) in four equal payments made 
annually prior to 30 June each year, commencing 30 June 2022 and ending 
30 June 2025 

 

 
David Arseneau 
 

Paragraph Question 

30 Can you please explain the basis for your assumption that “… where this proportion 
is approximately 10% or less to have a less than minor effect for volume-related 
stream erosion effects.” 

35 Is there any documentation resulting from the ‘expert conferencing’ that can be 
provided to me, such as would normally be included in a Joint Witness Statement for 
example? 

36 What depth (mm) does this maximum increase of 2.6% to 4% in water level result in? 

 Can you please provide your response to the questions I asked in Minute 9 of HRC 
S42A Report contributor Dr Alex James regarding his paragraphs 70(b), 71 and 72(b)? 

 Can you please provide your response to the questions I asked in Minute 9 of HRC 
S42A Report contributor Graeme Ridley regarding his recommended conditions X.7, 
X.11, X.17, X.19 and X.23.? 

 Can you please provide your response to the questions I asked in Minute 9 of S42A 
Report contributor Dr Elizabeth Daly regarding her paragraphs 69 and 72? 

 
Dr Sarah Herbert 
 
No Questions 
 
Annette Sweeney 

 

Paragraph Question 

 Can you please provide your response to the questions I asked in Minute 9 
of HRC S42A Report contributor Dr Alex James regarding his paragraphs 
70(b), 71 and 72(b)? 

 Can you please provide your response to the questions I asked in Minute 9 
of HRC S42A Report author Sara Westcott regarding Condition 18 page 17?  

101(f) & (g)  Can you please explain why you think the compliance point should be 
after reasonable mixing downstream of the discharge from Coley Pond 
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Paragraph Question 

and not after reasonable mixing downstream of the discharge from Pond 
4? 

 Can you please provide an aerial photograph showing where the point of 
reasonable mixing downstream of the discharge from Coley Pond is? 

 Is the unnamed tributary perennial at that point? 
 Can you please explain why you consider it is appropriate to monitor the 

stormwater discharge for Total Hardness, E.coli and Total petroleum 
hydrocarbons and what use you understand would be made of the 
information? 

 Are you or Mr Arseneau able to explain what monitoring HDC would 
undertake to demonstrate compliance with the recommended ATH-
2017201713.00 Table 1 Turbidity Trigger Level second sentence and what 
that would involve on the ground? 

ATH-2017201713.00 
Condition 28(a) 

 What is your understanding of what “actual or proposed changes to the 
stormwater management system” might entail? 

 Would those changes require either s127 amendments to these consents 
or new consents? 

ATH-2017201713.00 
Condition 28(c) 

 What is your understanding of the sort of research or assessment that 
would be required to trace any exceedance of the ATH-2017201713.00 
Table 1 ‘standards’ back to sites or activities within the proposed 
Development Area or the wider contributing catchment? 

 Has HDC successfully undertaken any such research or assessments in 
other catchments to date? 

 


